
BLUE ASH Fire/EMS

Engaging with your local Fire 
Department
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Bio
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• 14 years Fire/EMS

• 5 years City of Blue 

Ash FD

• Assigned to St.13 U3 

LT. Patrick Pyles
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Fire Marshal 

Waxman

• 22 years Fire/EMS

• 10 City of Blue Ash

• Assigned to Division 

of Life Safety Admin



A little about the Fire Service
• Shift work 24/48

• Away from our families 1/3rd of our lives

• 2nd home and family

• We do everything together

• See stuff nobody should ever see

• We do a lot outside of making calls… (Training, hydrants, preplans, public 
education, public relations, everyone has AOR’s, oh yeah and making calls…

• We all love it and wouldn’t change it for the world
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Where does it begin? With you!

• What's the address of your building?

• Where's your closest exit?

• Who's responsible for onsite safety?

• Pull Stations? Fire Extinguisher locations? Systems location? 
(Utilities/Alarms/Sprinklers/Equipment shutoffs)

• What's the best access for the area you work?

• What's the hazards at your workplace?

• Where do you go in an emergency? Who's responsible for accountability?
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Pre Planning 
• Inspections

• Walkthroughs

• Tactical Planning

• Updates (Keys/Contacts)
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911 System
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• Information relay

• Be descriptive

• Be specific

• Remain on the line if possible

• Can provide over the phone instructions



Our Arrival
• Where’s the problem?

• Is everyone out/ok?

• Where’s the best access?

• Specific hazards/Equipment? (SME/Safety/Maintenance)

• Fire Safety Features (Alarm panel/Risers)
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After an Emergency?
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• Did things go well? If not, talk about it!

• What can we do better?

• Learn from mistakes!

• Open to feedback and planning



What can I do to help?
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• Be advocates of information

• Safety education CPR/AED/Fire Extinguisher

• Get with your local Department during inspections and pre plans

• Clearly marked address and entry points

• Know where hazards and shutoffs are located and assure they are properly 

labeled 

• Practice fire drills/evacuation plans/safety trainings/face sheets
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Questions?
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